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In downtown Barahona, the National Police of the 

Dominican Republic operates a jail. Like jails in most cities, 

the facility houses individuals who have been charged with 

crimes and are awaiting their trial, and those who have been 

convicted of a crime, awaiting their sentence or transfer to a 

prison.  

Last December, Ricardo, our Manager in the DR, responded 

to a longtime call from God to visit the jail.  Ricardo 

coordinated the visit with officials at the jail, who were very welcoming. Wilton, our Director of Evangelism and 

Social Action, and Pastor Ramón joined Ricardo for the visit.  A musician from Wilton’s church also participated. 

Our team visited the residents in one of two sections of the jail, as directed by officials. During their visit, Wilton & 

Pastor Ramón shared messages, led a time of praise & worship, and offered prayer for the men.  

Very little is provided to men who are incarcerated, and they must provide their own personal hygiene goods as well 

as cleaning supplies. As part of the visit, Ricardo and the team brought soaps and other personal goods, toilet 

paper, and cleaning supplies for the men. The men were very appreciative of the visit and gifts, and eagerly 

participated in the teaching & worship program.  

Barahona is the closest city to most of the batey communities served by our ministry, so any men arrested in these 

communities would likely be brought to the Barahona jail.  

The visit took an emotional turn for Pastor Ramón 

when he saw two young men from his community of 

Los Robles. He had not seen the young men in the 

community for some time. When he asked the boys’ 

mother about them, she told him they moved to 

another city for work. He spoke with the young men 

during the visit, telling them he has missed them, 

and will visit them now that he knows they are in the 

jail. Ramón also plans to follow up with the young 

men’s family to offer any support they may need. 

We anticipate future visits to the jail, taking the 

opportunity to share the Love and Hope of Jesus 

Christ with those who are eager to receive it! 

Wilton leads a time of prayer during a 

recent visit to the Barahona jail. 

“Remember those in prison, as though you were in prison with them….” 

–Hebrews 13:3a (CSB) 

Pastor Ramón (L) and Wilton (C) lead 

worship with volunteer during visit. 



January Mission Team! 

More pics and video at 

leastofthesemin.org 



New Pallet Racks for the Ministry Hub! 

Last November’s Giving Tuesday campaign sought to 
raise funds to purchase commercial-grade pallet racks for our 
Ministry Hub in Barahona. The primary intent of the racks is to 
more efficiently use the vertical space available in the building to 
store food for distribution, freeing up floor space for planned 
modifications. A secondary benefit is the ability to more effectively 
prevent insects and rodents from accessing the food. 

Our goal was to raise $3,500, which would purchase two sets of 
racks, with a total capacity of 64 pallets (one shipping container of 
Manna Pack food contains 35 pallets). Several generous supporters 
responded, donating a total of over $3,600! 

The first set of racks was purchased and installed in late 
December, just in time to make room for the work to be 
accomplished during the January mission team. The second set 
will be installed in the future, once the construction work on the 
new wall (that is now in process) is completed. 

We are so grateful for the generosity of our supporters that made this improvement possible! 

January Team Begins Next Phase of Ministry Hub Improvements 

A team of 14 from Maryland and Pennsylvania visited Barahona from January 13-20, ready to 
serve wherever and however needed.  

The team’s primary service project was to begin work on the next phase of improvements to our Ministry 
Hub. The plan for this phase of the project is to construct a large multi-purpose room on one side  of the 
existing structure. This room will serve as a meeting room for conferences and, eventually, a dining area 
for mission teams. Working with an engineer and a local construction crew, the team aided in the 
construction of a concrete block wall that runs from the front of the building to what is currently the tool 
room. 

Team members also led bible school activities in two communities and at the mission house in Casandra. 
Each day, a group of team members accompanied our staff on the food distribution for that day. As part 
of the food distribution, team members visited residents of each of the communities. 

It was exciting to host eight first-time team members in this group, several of whom are already talking 
about the next trip! 
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We are enrolled in 

Thrivent Choice  ! 
Thank you for choosing us! 

® 

Scan the code to learn more about 

Thrivent Choice and how you can 

financially support our organization. 

Anyone can donate using Thrivent’s 

online giving platform,* and eligible 

Thrivent clients can direct Choice 

Dollars®.  

*Thrivent will pay up to $300,000 in online processing fees per calendar year 

for personal donations made through Thrivent's online giving platform. 

The Thrivent Choice® charitable grant program engages Thrivent clients with 
membership and Thrivent Member Networks in providing grants that support 
charitable activities, furthering Thrivent’s mission and its purposes under state 
law. All grant decisions, including grant recipients and amounts, are made at 
the sole discretion of Thrivent. Directing Choice Dollars® is subject to the 

program’s Terms and Conditions available at thrivent.com/thriventchoice.  
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